DOVER

Dover is inevitably associated in the mind with arrivals and
departures. To write of all the famous landings which
have taken place there would almost be to write the history of
England. But Dover's history is not only the tale of arrival and
departure, for this port was the Key to England from the days
when the Romans built Watling Street, running straight from
Dover to London, to the seventeenth and eighteenth centuries
with their naval battles off the Downs for the command of the
Narrow Seas, And as the Downs were the strategic spot for
naval battles, so Dover Castle, commanding the road to London,
was of equal importance on land. Alone of the south-eastern
towns under the Count of the Sajcon Shore, Dover became a
Cinque Port; her Constable became head Warden of the
Cinque Ports, and by the reign of Edward III, when the
capture of Calais had increased her importance, she had the
monopoly of the passenger traffic to the Continent* The
Tudor sovereigns, who viewed with comparative indiffer*
ence the decay of the ports of Rye and Winchelsea, could
not afford to allow Dover harbour to suffer a similar fate*
Henry VIII, out of the spoil of the monasteries, spent
^68,000 on harbour works and the building of *two forts, and
even Queen Elizabeth, after a six days visit to the Castle,
was induced to make considerable grants to the town* And
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